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OBSERVATIONS 



ON 

THE EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND 

FOB THE YEAR 1S77. 



TO HIS GRACE JOHN WINSTON, DUKE OF MARL BOROUGH, K.G., 

&c., &c., Ac., 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

Mat it please your Grace, 

I beg' to forward detailed tables showing’ by ages and occupations the number of 
Emigrants from Ireland during the year 1877, with the ports at which they embarked 
and their intended destinations. 

The number of emigrants who left Irish ports in 1877 was 41,225, an increase of 2,910 
as compared with 1S7G. 

The number of males who emigrated in 1877 was 22,829, being 2,303 more than in the 
previous year ; and of females 18,396, an increase of 607 as compared with 1876. 

Of the 41,225 Emigrants in 1877, 38,503 were natives of Ireland, and 2,722 were 
persons belonging to other countries. .. ; 

The following Table (I.) gives the number of Emigrants from each province in 1876 
and 1S77, by sexes, and the increase in the latter year. Of the 3S,503 persons— 
natives of Ireland — who left in 1877, 5,142, or 3'8 per 1,000 of the population of the 
Province in 1871, were from Leinster ; 13,602, or 9 '8 per 1,000 from Munster; 16,723, 
or 91 per 1,000 from Ulster; and 3,036, or 3'6 per 1,000 from Connaught— the total 
number being equal to 71 per 1,000 of the population of Ireland in 1871 : — 

Table I. — The Emigration from each Province during 1876 and 1877. 



Emigrants prom . 


1M “- 


Females. 


Total. 


1070. 


11177. 


1876. 


1877. 


1876. 


1877. 


f Leinster, 
u 1 Munster, 


2,279 

0,753 


2,396 

7,431 


2,148 

6,522 


2,740 

6,171 


4,427 

13,275 


5,142 

13,002 


S 1 Ulster. 

Ph f Connaught, 


9,719 

1,306 


9,777 

1,243 


7,151 

1,667 


6,946 

1,793 


16,870 


16,723 

3,036 


From what Province not 
stated, 


20 




22 




42 




Total — Natives of Ireland, 


20,077 


20,847 


17,510 


17,656 


37,5 S7 


38,503 


Persons belonging to other 
Countries, . 


449 


1,983 


279 


740 


72S 


2 722 


General Total, 


20,526 


22,S29 


17,789 


18,396 


38,315 


41,225 


Increase in 1S77, . 


2,303 


6 


)7 


2,910 



The total number of Emigrants — natives of Ireland — who left the Irish ports from the 
1st of May, 1851 (the date at which the collection of these returns commenced), to the 
31st of December, 1S77, is 2,453,481, — 1,309,816 males and 1,143,665 females. The 
number for each year is given in the following Table (II.), from which it appears that 
Emigrants from Ireland were much fewer in number in 1877 than in any of the other 
years under review except 1876. In 1877, as before stated, they numbered 38,503, or 
7*1 per 1,000 of the population in 1871, while in the preceding twenty-five years they 
amounted to an annual average of 90,517 persons, or 16 per 1,000* of the population, 
fluctuating from 190,322 in 1852 to 37,587 in 1876. 

* Calculated on the population according to the Census of 1861, which is atout the mean population for the period named. 

A 2 



Emigration 
.‘xom Irish 
Ports. 
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EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1877. 



Number of 
Emigrants 
from each 
County and 
Province. 



Table XI.— The Number of Emigrants— Natives of Ieeeanb— in each 
1st of May, 1851* to tile 31st of December, 1877. 



year, from the 



Years. 


Emigrants. 


Years. 


Emigrants. 


Yonrs. 


Emigrants. 


Yoniu 


Emigrants. 


1852, . 

1853, . 

1854, . 

1855, , 
I860, . 

1857, . 

1858, . 


152,000 

190,322 

173,148 

140,555 

91,914- 

90,781 

95,081 

04,337 


1859, . 
1800, . 
1801, . 
1802, . 

1803, . 

1804, . 

1805, . 
1800, . 


80,599 

84,021 

04,292 

70,117 

117,229 

114,109 

101,497 

99,407 


1867, . 
1808, . 

1809, . 

1 870, . 

1871, . 

1872, . . 

1873, . . 

1874, . 


80,024- 

01,018 

00,508 

74,855 

71,240 

78,102 

90,149 

73,184 


187 5, . 
1870, . 
1877, . 

Total, . 


51,462 

37,587 

38,503 


2,453,481 



* Thu date at which the collection of those Botiiriu 



The succeeding Table (III.) is m continuation of one published annually for some 
years past, and gives the number and mx of the Emigrants from each county and 
province from the 1st of May, 1851, to the 31st of December, 1877. Eor purnoL of 
and 1 ™™ Pr ° POTtl0n of ' *> ««> populationt isalso shown for eachcZty 

From this table it appears that during tlio above period 3,185,817 persons, equal to 
42 0 per cent, of the population! emigrated from Irish ports. Of those, 2 453 4sl were 
natives of Ireland and 32,330 were persons belonging to other countries: lliL tee 
natives of Ireland, (2, 4 5 3,4 8 1 ,) they represent a proportion of 42-3 per cent of the 
popuationjt Munster having contributed 850,598 persons, or 50-0 per cent of tee 
population of the province ; Ulster, 710,507 or 37-4 per emit.; ConLught 305 Z 
or 33 4 per cent. , and Leinster, 464,500 or 31-9 per cent, of its population t In 110 615 
instances the county from which the persons came was not, specified in the returns. ’ 



TA sTst o/ruJemb^Zw i ‘S™ ts > tySsses, from the 1st of May, 1851, to the 
latiomt D b ’ 877, by Coulltlcs Mld Provinces, with the Ratio to the Popn- 



Provinces and Counties. 


Population in 
llliil. 


Nmnlior of Emigrants from 1st May, 11151, to 
31st bootmiliur, 11177. 


Number 
of Emigrants 






Mains. 


■''onlalcM, 


Total. 


rqjmlaliun.f 


Carlow, 
Dublin, 
Kildare, . 
Kilkenny, . 
King’s, 
Longford, . 
Louth, 
Meath, 
Queen’s, . 
Westmeath, 
Wexford, , 
Wicklow, . 


Leinster. 


57,137 

410,252 

90,940 

124,515 

90,043 

71.094 

80,905 

114,181 

90,050 

90,879 

143,954 

80,479 


10,408 

37,951 

12,753 

27,300 

20,205 

18,740 

15,175 

24,420 

18,302 

18,477 

28,324 

10,743 


cf 'pJ c cT -S ef, t-T icTco 


20,207 

09,202 

23,581 

52,910 

39,556 

30,240 

31.020 
40,898 
35,722 
34,714 

54.021 
19,097 


35-5 

10-9 

25-9 

42- 5 

43- 9 
50-6 
36'4 
4H 
39-4 
38-2 
37-5 
22-8 


Total, 




1,457,035 


243,044- 


221,402 


404,506 


31-9 


Clare, 

Cork, 
Kerry, 
Limerick, . 
Tipperary, 
Waterford, 


Munster. 


100,305 

544,818 

201,800 

217,277 

249,106 

134,252 


40,354 

105,218 

57,932 

01,919 

75,937 

30,830 


46,497 

150,504 

64,418 

60,505 

70,831 

29,653 


92,861 

315,722 

112,350 

122,424 

140,768 

60,483 


55 '8 
57-9 

55- 7 

56- 3 
589 
49-5 


Total, 




1,513,558 


444,190 


412,408 


856,598 


56-6 



t Calculated on the population according to tho Census of 1801. 
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EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1877. 



Table III. — continued. 



Provinces and Counties. 


Population in 


Number of Emigrants from 1st Mar, 1851, to 
31st December, 1877. 


Numbor 
of Emigrants 






Mai... 


Females. 


Total. 


to orerjr 100 
of tho 

Population. 


Ulster. 

Antrim, ..... 
Armagh, ..... 
Cavan, ..... 
Donegal, ..... 
Down, . 

Fermanagh, .... 

Londonderry, .... 

Monaghan, .... 

Tyrone, ..... 


309,210 
190, 0S6 
153,906 
237,395 
308,680 
105,768 
184,209 
126.4S2 
238,500 


103,133 

34,851 

37,084 

41,403 

60,572 

18,209 

37,079 

27,455 

46,794 


72,584 

26,156 

34,563 

32,286 

38,659. 

17,229 

26,963 

23,728 

37,819 


175,717 

61,007 

71,647 

73,689 

99,231 

35,438 

64,042 

51,183 

84,613 


47-6 

32-1 

46-6 

31- 0 

32- 1 

33- 5 

34- 8 
40-5 

35- 5 


Total, 


1,914,236 


400, 5S0 


309,987 


716,567 


37-4 


Connaught. 

Galway, ..... 
Leitrim, ..... 
Mayo, ..... 
Roscommon, .... 

Sligo, ..... 


271,478 

104,744 

254,796 

157,272 

124,845 


53,225 

19,526 

36,240 

29,652 

15,624 


51,466 

18,791 

36,178 

28,204 

1G,2S9 


104,691 

38,317 

72,418 

57,856 

31,913 


38-6 

36-6 

28-4 

36-8 

25-6 


Total, .... 


913,135 


154,267 


150,928 


305,195 


33-4 


From what County not specified, 


- 


61,735 


48,880 


110,615 


- 


Total — Natives of Ireland, 


5,798,967* 


1,309,816 


1,143,665 


2,453,481 


42-3 


Persons belonging to other Countries who 
embarked at Irish Ports from 1858 to 
1877, inclusive, .... 


_ 


22,137 


10,199 


33,336 




General Total, . 


5,798,967* 


1,331,953 


1,153,864 • 


3,435,817 


42-9 



* Including 403 Seamen and others at sea on Census night. 



The ages of the Emigrants in 1877 are given by provinces in Table IY., from 'which it Ages of 
appears that 6 7 ‘2 per cent, of the persons who left Ireland were between the ages of Emigrants, 
fifteen and thirty-five years, the per-centage over that age being 16 ‘9, and of children 
under fifteen years 15’9. The corresponding per-centages in 1876 were 66*2, IS '2, 
and 15 - 6 respectively. 



Table IV. — Number and Ages of Emigrants from each Province, and from all Ireland 
during 1877 : — 



Ages. 


Leinster. 


Munster. 


Ulster. 


Connaught. 


Persons 


Total. 


Number 

of 

Persons. 


Propor- 

eentFat 
each age- 
period. 


Number 

of 

Persons. 


tion per 

each a"C- 
perioa. 


Number 

of 

Persons. 


Propor- 
tion per 

each age 
period. 


Number 

of 

Persons. 


tion per 
cent, at 
each age- 


ai 

Countrie 

No. of 
Persons. 


Number 

of 


tion per 
period. 


Under 1 year, . 

1 and under 5, 

5 „ 15, 

15 „ 25, 

25 „ 35, 

35 „ 45, 

45 „ 55, 

55 „ 60, 

60 and upwards, 
Age not specified, 


66 

402 

592 

1,743 

1,393 

541 

271 

69 

65 


1-3 

7-8 

11*5 

33-9 

27-1 

10-5 

5-3 

1-3 

1-3 


102 

628 

1,157 

6,347 

3,461 

1,043 

539 

126 

192 

7 


0- 7 
4-6 
8-5 

46-7 

25-5 

7-7 

4-0 

0.9 

1- 4 


311 

1,004 

1,667 

5,S67 

5,078 

1,815 

626 

94 

249 

12 


1-9 
6 0 
10-0 
35-1 
30-4 
10-8 
3-7 
0-6 
1-5 


17 

111 

262 

1,575 

633 

213 

152 

38 

35 


0-6 

3-7 

8-6 

51-9 

208 

7-0 

5-0 

1-3 

1-1 


7 

87 

140 

596 

1,037 

514 

244 

38 

59 


503 
2,232 
3,8 IS 
16,128 
11,602 
4,120 
1,S32 
365 
600 
19 


1-2 
5-4 
9-3 
39-1 
2S'l 
10-0 
4 -5 
0-9 
1*5 


1 Total, 


5,142 


100- 


13,602 


100- 


16,723 


100- 


3,036 


100- 


2 722 


41,225 


100- 



On page 9 will be found a table showing the ages of persons who emigrated from 
each county, and of persons belonging to other countries who embarked at Irish ports, 
distinguishing the sexes. The only quinquennial period in which the females outnumber 
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EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1877. 



Ages of 
Emigrants. 



Destina- 
tions of 
Emigrants. 



Occupation 

of 

Emigrants. 



the males to any appreciable extent is that between fifteen and twenty years, the 
number of females being 2,921, and of males 2,134. A like disparity in this respect is 
presented in the returns for previous years. The next quinquennial period (20-25 years) 
furnishes the largest number of both male and female emigrants — 5,730 males and 5,343 
females, or 27 per cent, of the entire number of emigrants. 

Tables showing the Destinations of the Emigrants have been prepared, and from 
these it appears that of the 38,503 natives of Ireland who emigrated in 1877, 
18,232 went to Foreign Countries or the Colonies, and 20,27 L to Great Britain. In 1876, 
20,800 persons went to Foreign Countries or the Colonies, and 10,787 to Great Britain. 
A comparison with former years cannot be made as no similar tables were constructed for 
those periods. Of the 18,232 persons who, in 1877, emigrated to Foreign Countries 
or the Colonies, 12,018 went to the United States of America, 3,527 to Australia, and 
2,070 to New Zealand ; to these numbers Munster contributed 4,997, 1,9(31, and 974, 
respectively. Of the 490 persons who wont to Canada, 405 were natives of Ulster. 

During the year 1877, 20,2.71 persons left Ireland to settle in Great Britain, of 
whom 11,573 went to England or Wales, and 8,698 to Scotland ; to the former number 
the Province of Munster contributed 5,087, Ulster 4,381, Leinster 1,766, and 
Connaught but 339 ; of the latter number 7,483 (86 per cent.) were from Ulster, 2,342 
being natives of Antrim county, 1,403 of Londonderry, and 957 of Down ; Connaught 
contributed 357, Munster 471, and Leinster 387. 

It may be well to add that the enumerators are instructed to make a return for each 
passenger ship which may sail from any port within their district, and that by 
“■ emigrant” is to be understood a person who leaves Ireland with the intention of settling 
elsewhere. 



Table V. — The Destinations of the Emigrants — Natives of Ireland — who left during 
1877; the Population in 1871, and the Ratio of Emigrants to the Copulation, by 
Provinces. 



E Mii.ii Asrs iito.il 




To tlio Co 


onuis am 


Foreign 


oui! tries. 




To 


Brent Britain. 


General 


Population 


to every 


(United 


Australia 


Now 


Cana, la 


Other 




England 


Scot land 








States). 












U ah a. 












<n 


Leinster, 


2,205 


503 


160 


45 


10 


2,989 


1,700 


887 


2,153 


5.L42 


1,339,451 


3-8 




Munster, 


4,997 


1,901 


974 


23 


89 


8,044 


5,087 


471 


5,558 


13,002 


1,393,486 




V 


Ulster, . 


3,014 


031 


791 


405 


18 


4,859 


4,381 


7,483 


11,804 


10,723 


1 ,833,228 


9-1 


a! 


L Connaught, . 


1,742 


432 


145 


17 


4 


2,340 


339 


357 


090 


3,030 


840,213 






Total, . 


12,018 


3,527 


2,070 


490 


127 


18,232 


11,573 


8,098 


20,271 


38,503 


5,412,377 


7-1 



A table, showing the destinations of the emigrants in 1877, the population in 1871, 
and the ratio of emigrants to every 1,000 of tho population for each county and 
province, is given at page 12. 

. The following extract from the “General Report” of tho Census Commissioners of 
Ireland, 1S71, may here prove interesting : — 

“It would appear that about tlio Gemma date of 1871, llioro worn rogiuterod 8,500,011 portions of Irish 
birth resident, whether in Ireland or in other countries, where they constitute a settled element of the popula- 
tion. The highest absolute number (1,855,827) of Irish burn is found in tho United States of America; next 
in order comes Great Britain with 778, G38 [570,808 in England ami Wales, and 207,770 in Scotland] ; Wien 
follows tho dominion of Canada with 210,451, Victoria with 100,408, Hew South Wales with 02,943, New 
Zealand with 29,733, Queensland with 20,972, and South Australia with 14,255.” [To this may be added, 
from the same source, 4,377 in Newfoundland, 3,712 in Prince Edward Island, and 3,509 in Western 
Australia]. 



A tabic, showing the occupations and ages of the emigrants of each sex in 1877 will be 
found on pages 10-11. From this it will be soon that of the 22,S29 males who emigrated 
12,001 described themselves as “labourers;” the entries under none of the other heads 
amount to 1,000; among tho most numerous are — “mechanics,” 719 ; “ clerks and 
accountants,” 589 ; “gentlemen and annuitants,” 583 ; “carpenters and joiners,” 367. 
( )nly 320 persons are returned as “farmers.” As might he expected, “servants” constitute 
the great bulk of females with stated occupations; they number 9,476, the total of 
female emigrants, including wives and children, being 1.8,396. There were l,tU 
“housekeepers,” 545 “dressmakers and milliners,” 527 “ladies,” and 387 “mill workers. 
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In conclusion, I beg to state that it affords me much gratification to inform your Grace 
that those members of the Royal Irish Constabulary and the Dublin Metropolitan Police 
ivho were selected as Enumerators of the Emigration Statistics, discharged this duty 
with their usual emciency. J 

I have the honour to be 

Your Grace’s faithful servant, 

W. M. BURKE, F.K.Q.c.p.1., 

Registrar-General. 



General Register Office, 

Charle'mont House, Dublin, 
V7th.May, 1S7S. 
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EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1877. 



II. 1 W showing the Number and Ages of Persons, under One Tear and One Tear old and 
upwards, m quinquennial periods, who Emigrated from Ireland during the Year 187 7. 




B 
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III. — Table showing the Occupations and Ages of Male and 




EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 187?. 



11 



Female Emigrants wlio left Ireland during the year 1877. 





AO 


KS. 




i 




I Natives o 


Ireland. 


Persons 














General 

Total. 
















45 and 


50 and 


55 and 


rn 










Con- 

naught 


ing to 






“50.“ 


55. 


CO. 


upward 


■< 


Leinster 


Munster 


Ulster. 


IK: 




























Males. 






2 


1 






71 


3 


18 


48 


1 


1 








• 












































4 


Boilermakers and Enginefitters. ' 














/ 
















6 


C 


















8 


Boot and Shoe Makers. 




1 




'l 






59 

19 


6 

1 


5 


47 

11 


1 

1 


■ 0 


Bricklayers. 




10 

8 


7 


2 


4 

1 




367 

589 


33 

74 


177 


252 

222 


'4 

21 


3 

12 

95 


Cabinetmakers and Upholsterers. 
Carpenters and Joinets. 

Clerks and Accountants. 






1 








17 


1 


11 


5 










2 






'l 




104 


5 


26 


6 




72 


Coopers. 




io 


13 


'2 


‘e 




131 


ii 


i3 


94 


5 


*8 


Cutlers. 

Dealers, Hawkers aud Pedlars. 






1 

3 








13 


1 


6 


5 




1 
























27 


Eugineers. 




24 


55 


'o 


29 






20 


36 


218 


12 




















4 


7 


18 


1 


5 


Gardeners. 




37 


33 


11 


28 


3 


583 


10 


195 


39 


4 


335 












1 














1 


Goldsmiths, Silversmiths and Jewellers. 




264 


204 


127 


163 


9 


12,001 


1,391 


3,985 


5,531 


943 


















66 


5 


13 


44 


1 


3 


Masons aud Paviors. 




17 


21 


8 


8 


1 


719 


91 


196 


308 


27 






















19 


15 


2 


7 
















172 
















2 












1 


171 




















15 




2 






3 


Miners. 




1 


4 








145 


3 


28 


102 




12 


























24 


















5 




30 






















4 


44 


12 




25 




























Railway Labourers, Navvies and Platelayers. 






1 








20 


] 


6 


13 
























4 


4 


1 






















4 




1 


















997 




4GG 












7 


5 


3 






344 


33 


131 


136 


16 


28 


Servants. 




2 

13 


•io 


1 


*5 




33 

157 


25 


18 

37 


13 

79 


2 


l 

14 


Shipbuilders and Shipwrights. 
Shopkeepers. 
























7 


















































. 




Smiths, General. 




2 


2 




3 




50 




2 


48 




















45 




6 






























5 


4 








s 








13 


'l 


4 


7 




■1 


Wheelwrights. 

Whitesmiths and Tinsmiths. 




io 










5 


1 




3 


1 












4 








44 




5 


58 






















76 




128 






23 


19 


5 


24 


1 


4,221 


528 


1,519 


1,642 


185 


347 


Unspecified, including children. 




522 


673 


203 


326 


15 


22,829 


2,396 


7,431 


9,777 


1,243 


1,982 


Total Males. 


























Females. 




3 




1 


1 




545 


80 


154 


273 


34 


4 


















6 






3 


1 








80 












642 




26 


102 


























278 
















5 












Laundresses. 














22 






22 










4 










387 






383 






























1 










70 


lie 


4 


9,476 


1,614 


3,076 




1,353 








1 


4 




2 




21 


12 


1 


5 




3 


Shopkeepers. 














34 


9 


2 


18 




5 


Shop Assistants. 

Trades not before specified. 




























100 
















4 










133 


55 


84 




6,091 


875 


2,075 


2,507 


375 


259 


Unspecified (including wives and children). 




324 


413 


162 


274 


4 


18,396 


2,746 


6,171 


6,946 1 


1,793 


740 


fotal Females. 


_ 


846 


986 


365 


600 


19 


41,225 


5,142 


13,602 


6,723 J 


3,036 


2,722 


TOTAL MALES AND FEMALES. 
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EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1877. 



IV.— Tabus showing the Destinations of the Emigrants— Natives of Ireland- from each County and 
[Province during the year 1877, and the number o f Emigrants to every 1,000 of the Population. 
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